What is the Internet?

The Internet is a large number of computers all over the world linked together with cables.  In most cases, each of these computers is also linked locally to a number of other computers in a local area network.  This system was established by those working in Universities and Government organisations for the fast and efficient transfer of largely text-based information around the world directly from one computer to another.

It is possible for other people, outside these local networks, to connect to the Internet by using standard telephone lines between their computers and those already connected to the Internet.  A number of companies specialise in providing this service.

What is the World Wide Web?

To make the appearance of information through the Internet more attractive and to assist people in finding information more easily, it is possible for special pages of information to contain text, colours & pictures, sound and even video.  These pages, collectively, make up what is known as the World Wide Web.  Most of these pages include information on the location of other pages on the World Wide Web and it is possible to follow up links between pages with similar or related content.  Moving from one page to another, regardless of where in the world they might be located, is called browsing, or surfing the net or web.  Many of these Web pages contain information which may be useful in the classroom, and it is presented in a way which is often easy to use.

What is Electronic Mail (E-mail)?

This is merely a way of sending messages from one person to another via the Internet

Each Internet user has a unique e-mail address (such as anybody@harlington.beds.sch.uk) and by sending a message to this address, the recipient can read the message the next time he or she connects to the Internet.

What are the dangers of the Internet referred to in the media?

It is true that there is some material on the Internet which would be offensive to most people, such as pornography, racist and fascist material, and this might be accessed by children if using the Internet unsupervised.  The main educational providers try to ‘filter’ known offensive locations of material this kind, but there is too much for this filtering to be very effective, and the locations change frequently.  The only way to block access to this kind of material is to have a restricted range of pages available, in which case many of the advantages of the global and dynamic nature of the Internet may be lost.  It is a feature of the Internet that most of the information available is free.  Increasing restrictions will undoubtedly lead to systems of charging for access to specific material, in addition to the other costs described.

An alternative system is to educate pupils and encourage an acceptable use policy and partnership between home and school in dealing with the less savoury side of Internet use.  Where possible, all access should be in a supervised environment.

School Website  www.harlington.org
Our own school website is often used to promote the work of pupils and the school.  Unfortunately there is always a potential risk of receiving unsolicited attention to school web sites when showing images of pupils.  To reduce this risk the school has the following guidelines:

· A pupil’s last name is never published alongside a photograph

· If a pupil’s full name is used, a photograph is never used

· Permission to publish work will always be gained from the pupil

· Personal information will not be posted on the web site (e.g personal phone numbers, home addresses)

· Permission will be gained from parents before publishing video footage of pupils featured prominently (e.g. speaking into a camera)

How can I get more information?

There are many magazines in newsagents that cater for beginners to the advanced use of the Internet.  If you have any specific questions please contact the school and ask for the ICT co-ordinator (Mr A Gandhi).

School Procedures 

Resource Development

In order to match electronic resources as closely as possible to the national and school curriculum, teachers will review and evaluate resources in order to offer “home pages” and menus of materials that area appropriate to the age range and ability of the group being taught.  The ICT co-ordinator will provide appropriate guidance to pupils as they make use of telecommunications and electronic information resources to conduct research and other studies.  All pupils will be informed by staff of their rights and responsibilities as users, before their first use, either as an individual user or as a member of a class or group.

As much as possible the school will organise information resources in ways which point pupils to those which have been reviewed and evaluated prior to use.  While pupils may be able to move beyond those resources to others which have not been evaluated by staff, they shall be provided with guidelines and lists of resources particularly suited to the learning objectives.  Pupils may pursue electronic research independent of staff supervision only if they have been granted parental permission .  Parental permission is assumed unless the school has been informed otherwise.  

School Rules

The school has developed a set of rules for network/Internet use by pupils.  These rules are listed below and will be kept under constant review.

Pupil rules for Internet Use

· Pupils are responsible for good behaviour on the Internet just as they are in a classroom or a school corridor.  General school rules apply.

· The Internet is provided for pupils to conduct research and communicate with others.    Remember that access is a privilege, not a right and that access requires responsibility.

· Individual users of the Internet are responsible for their behaviour & communication over the network.  It is presumed that users will comply with school standards.

· Staff may review files & communications to ensure that users are using the system responsibly.  Users should not expect that files stored on servers or disks will always be private.

During school, teachers will guide pupils toward appropriate materials.  Outside of school, families bear responsibility for such guidance as they must also exercise with information sources such as television, telephones, movies, radio and other potentially offensive media.  The following are not permitted:

· Sending or displaying offensive messages or        pictures.

· Using obscene language.

· Harassing, insulting or attacking others.

· Damaging computers, computer systems or networks.

· Violating copyright laws.

· Using others’ passwords.

· Trespassing in others’ folders, work or files.

· Intentionally wasting limited resources (including  printing)

· Playing games on the network/Internet.

· Unauthorised access to computer programs and data.

Sanctions

· Violations of the above rules will result in a temporary or permanent ban on the school network.

· Additional disciplinary action may be added in line with existing practice on inappropriate language or behaviour.

· Where applicable, police or local authorities may be involved.
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