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HARLINGTON UPPER SCHOOL


Headteacher
            
        Goswell End Road, Harlington, Beds LU5 6NX

Shawn Fell
                            
     Tel: 01525 755100   Fax: 01525 755101

website: http//www.harlington.org

e.mail: enquiries@harlington.org
25th September 2009 

Parents/Guardians
I am writing to let you know of the help and guidance the Physics Department offers students of    A level Physics at Harlington Upper School.

Firstly, each student is issued with a textbook which is written exclusively for the course we do here. This should be read on a regular basis by students to make sure he or she understands the subject matter. Also, homework is set from these textbooks. Typically students will get homework once or twice a week, each one taking about an hour to complete. In addition students should tackle most, if not all, of the questions in this book regardless of them being set in class or for homework. If students fall behind with their homework, we will contact parents so that you are kept informed. Students may be required to complete it in their own time, or be set a detention during which it can be done. 
Secondly, students will be offered the opportunity to buy a revision guide at £5.00 each. These are handy in that they summarise the course into one small booklet and they too contain lots of questions. Alternatively, you can buy revision guides for them. The course we do here is OCR Physics A, make sure any guide you buy is designed for this course.
Thirdly, students will be issued with a booklet of past exam papers. Some of these papers will be set for homework and revision but all of the questions should be tackled at some stage.
The exam board website is www.ocr.org.uk, and on this site you can find past exam papers and mark schemes. There are many other websites you can look at too; they should do a search on    A level Physics.
Every other Wednesday, there is an out of hours Physics session from 3.15 to 4.15 in S17. This is entirely voluntary, though if students begin to fall behind I may write to make attendance more compulsory. In these sessions we look at past exam papers, do some extension work, go over topics that students have found difficult, do some experiments and anything else students would like help with.

Finally, staff here are always happy to discuss problems that students may have with their work, so please do ask them to talk to their Physics teachers if they want help. They can arrange to meet the teachers at breaktimes, lunchtimes or during free periods.
If you would like clarification about anything in this letter, feel free to contact me at school. My email address is ssims@harlington.org 

Yours sincerely
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Mr S J Sims

Head of Physics
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