


Welcome back to the final edition of The Harlington 

Chronicle for this academic year! Harlington Upper’s 

newspaper is a medium in which students and teachers 

can share their interests and beliefs with the community. 

Although this edition is shorter than usual due to exams, 

that does not mean it is any less creative! We have articles 

on topics such as the winners of Eurovision and the effect 

that Franco’s dictatorship had on women. Our special 

feature focuses on recent events, such as the football, and 

looks to the future and the summer holiday! Once again, 

we have a teacher interview with Ms Masala, Head of the 

English Department and one last poem from our Poet 

Laureate, Richelle Bekoe, called ‘How to succeed in writing 

poetry’. 

Hopefully, from September, our writers, editors and 

designers will be having weekly meetings in person so feel 

free to get in contact with us at the start of next term if 

you would like to join or collaborate with us! If so, this is 

our email: 

harlingtonchronicles@gmail.com 

I hope you enjoy reading the last edition of the year! 

 

Francesca White—Leader of The Harlington Chronicle 

Thank you to those that contributed to this edition: 

Richelle Bekoe, Fiza Hasnain, Olivia Jephson, Meshah Kuevi, Ms 

Masala,  Zara Morris, Mr Smeath 

Any ideas expressed within the following articles are representative of individuals’ opinions 

and are not representative of Harlington Upper School as a whole.  
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Italy!  

First, we lost Eurovision at the end of 

May to the Italian band Maneskin 

(more information on them in an article 

by Fiza!) - but no surprise there as we 

never do very well. For Britons, I think 

the competition is actually more about 

watching all the other countries’ 

performances and seeing how weird 

they seem to us! Therefore, this was 

not much of a let-down or surprise. 

But there was another competition in 

which England nearly won...defeated by 

Italy yet again! It’s fair to say losing Euro 

2020 was much more hurtful than 

losing Eurovision as we were much 

closer to winning. And although Italy 

beat us at penalties, we played a very 

good game. In 2018 we got through to 

the World Cup semi-finals, but now we 

are stronger than ever, and with some 

amazing players we got through to the 

Euro finals.  

First of all, we are very close to the 

summer holiday! After a long and 

tumultuous year, we are all very excited 

and deserving of a six-week break. 

Therefore, from the Chronicle team, we 

wish you a lovely and relaxing holiday, 

and hope that you are able to enjoy 

yourselves more than last summer– 

especially as many of the restrictions we 

have been under recently are being 

lifted. Although we must still be cautious 

and protect ourselves and those around 

us, this means we have more 

opportunities over the next few months! 

Oh, and don’t forget about another key 

sporting event this summer - the 

Olympics! Held in Tokyo, Japan, many 

nations will be competing to be crowned 

the best in certain sports! We are 

hoping for many medals for British 

athletes! 







Thank you to everyone who participated in 

our competitions throughout the past few 

months!  

We cannot wait to run some more next year! 



What inspired you to teach English?   

I’ve always loved reading books even from a very young age. I can remember a book my mum used to read me each 

night and I apparently used to know all the words! As I got older, I really got into reading, and I loved the way I 

could get lost in a book. I used to read a lot as a teenager.    

After university, I didn’t really know what I wanted to do – I hadn’t really thought about teaching at that point – but 

I knew I wanted to travel. I did a TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) course and headed to Italy where I 

taught adults. I ended up staying in Italy and quite enjoyed teaching.    

After I’d had children, I wanted a career that would fit in around children and being a teacher seemed to be the 

best option. And I thought it would be amazing to teach something that I loved so much which is why I decided to 

become an English teacher as I love books, plays, literature and anything creative.    

What do you enjoy the most about your subject?   

I love the way that I can teach a text to a group of students and see something new in the same text every time I 

teach it. It’s fascinating to think that there are so many ideas and interpretations of texts. It’s never boring teaching 

Shakespeare as there is so much to think about. I have, in past jobs, taught the same text for a few years at a time 

and each time I taught it, I was able to see something different and new. I also love the intellectual challenges of 

English – it's a subject that makes you think, it makes you see yourself and others differently, it challenges your 

thinking about things. It’s always exciting!   

How has your experience of Head of English been here at Harlington?   

I suppose, like in most jobs, there’s a period at the start which is always a ‘learning curve’. It took time to learn the 

new systems and people and ways of working, but I love it here. I am very lucky to be able to work with fantastic 

people – both in the English team and in the rest of the school - and they really make the job brilliant. One of the 

best things about the school is the students – it's been a pleasure to have taught so many lovely young people. I’m 

sometimes disappointed that more students don’t take English at A level, so I know we have some work to do 

there to persuade Year 11s to consider English. Being Head of English is a unique challenge in such a big school with 

300 students in a year group, and it’s a big responsibility!  I’m very proud of how well Harlington students perform 

in English and seeing great results is very motivating.    

What is the best thing about being a teacher? 

One good thing about being a teacher is that every day is always different to another – no two days are ever the 

same. There are lots of challenges and I enjoy finding (trying to) solutions to problems. Teaching is a very 

creative job, and I like being imaginative. However, the best thing about being a teacher is to see students succeed 

and overcome their difficulties. I know not everyone can love all subjects at school or be great in every subject, so 

it’s really rewarding when students who struggled initially are able to make progress. I love results day and 

seeing students’ faces when they have done better than they expected. That’s such a great feeling to know that I’ve 

helped them in some way and it’s the thing that motivates me more than anything.      



ESPAÑOL  

La dictadura franquista empezó en 1939 y terminó en 1975. 

Durante este tiempo, los españoles vivían en una sociedad 

machista y el hombre era considerada superior. Las mujeres 

eran consideradas inferiores y por eso, eran tratadas de 

manera diferente. A las mujeres se les enseñaba a ser buenas 

ciudadanas, cristianas y esposas. En la ‘Guía de la buena 

esposa’ se explicaban las reglas que debían seguir, y la tarea 

principal era cuidar de sus maridos. 

ENGLISH 

Franco’s dictatorship began in 1939 and ended in 1975. 

During this time, Spanish people lived in a sexist society and 

men were considered to be superior. Women were 

considered inferior and therefore, they were treated 

differently. They were taught how to be good citizens, 

Christians and wives. In the ‘Guía de la buena esposa’ (‘Good 

Wife’s Guide’) the rules they should abide by are explained 

and their main task was to look after their husbands. 

Fue un paso atrás para las mujeres porque durante la Segunda 

República entre 1931 y 1939, habían conseguido el derecho a 

trabajar en lugares públicos y a votar. Sin embargo, después de 

la Guerra Civil, perdieron esos derechos. El ‘Permiso marital’ 

les prohibía trabajar, tener propiedad e incluso viajar sin el 

permiso de su marido. Tenían que cuidar al esposo y procrear 

para aumentar la población.  

This was a step backwards for women because during the 

Second Republic between 1931 and 1939, they had gained the 

right to work in public places and vote. However, after the 

Civil War they lost these rights. The ‘Permiso marital’ (‘Marital 

permission’) prohibited them from working, owning property 

and even travelling without the consent of their husbands. 

They had to look after their husband and procreate in order to 

increase the population. 

Al principio de la dictadura, no había muchas manifestaciones 

debido a la opresión severa, pero durante los anos sesenta, las 

mujeres comenzaron a luchar. Con el fallecimiento de Franco 

en 1975, las mujeres, y todo el mundo en España, ganaron más 

libertad. Este año también fue marcado como el Año 

Internacional de la Mujer.   

At the beginning of the dictatorship, there were not many 

protests due to the severe oppression, but during the 1960s 

women started to fight. With the death of Franco in 1975, 

women, and all Spanish people, gained more freedom. This 

year was also labelled as the International Year of the 

Woman. 

El Impacto De La Dictadura Franquista En Las Mujeres 

Españolas/ The Impact Of Franco’s Dictatorship On 

Spanish Women 
By Francesca White 

Afortunadamente, hoy en día, las mujeres españolas tienen el 

control de sus vidas y pueden trabajar, viajar, tener propiedad, 

votar y más. Las vidas de las mujeres ahora son muy diferentes 

que las vidas de sus madres y abuelas.  

Fortunately, nowadays, Spanish women have control of their 

lives and can work, travel, own property, vote as well as do 

many other things. Lives of Spanish women now are very 

different to those of their mothers and grandmothers. 









Please feel free to write some articles 

over the summer if you have time and 

send them into us in September— we 

will happily include them! 



HOBBIES TAKEN UP DURING LOCKDOWN 

Digital Art: 

Drawing people 

Italian Cooking: 

Cooking for others 

Knitting: 

Completed my first 

scarf 

Flips: 

Learnt to backflip 

Nails: 

Training to become nail 

technician 

BSL: 

Completed a 

course 



 

The last poem by our Poet Laureate: 
how to succeed in writing poetry 
 
 

write poetry how a fighter holds their weapon in a game,  
in defiance, unbothered, and entirely unrelenting.  
hold your pen, in the same way.  
know that every attempt to write will not be easy, that you will be 
taken back by writer’s block and forgetfulness.  
 
write poetry how water comes from an unclosed tap… 
slowly, your words falling after each pause.  
let it be drippy and warm or cold.  
soaking the page in l o o s e imagery and hard truths  
 
let it be heartfelt, because words can bring people closer, bring 
them closure.  
let it be genuine.  
write about everything, let your words fill the room like silence 
does, heavily, comfortably, quietly.  
 
write in a language only you understand.  
let it be imperceptible,  
because you are not obligated to unravel your words.  
know that it is not your job to appease them.  
 
write for you. because some things are easier to say when 
they’re not spoken.  
 
write about the person who makes you laugh, the time when 
things went wrong; heck write about the weather.  
 
I say this to you because all your words, matter. 
 

Thank you for all your hard work and amazing 
poems Richelle! 



WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED READING 

THE LATEST EDITION! 

 

 

 

HAVE A LOVELY SUMMER HOLIDAY 

AND SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER! 


