
How to insert a 
background in a placeholder

1. Click on the icon in the middle of the 
placeholder and choose the image from 
your computer.
2. Click on the Format Picture tab in the 
ribbon and use the tools to edit the image.

3. Choose Crop to resize and move the 
image within the placeholder, using the 
white circles in the corners of the image.

4. Once you are happy with your image, 
right click on it and select ‘Send to back’.

On this slide you will need to insert an 
image into the large picture 
placeholder first.
Once you’ve inserted an image, following 
the instructions below, you can then enter 
text and icons into the placeholders.
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Choosing & Applying: 
Advice for Parents and 
Supporters
Petya Zhechkova
Student Recruitment Assistant



How to insert an image

1. Click on the icon in the middle of the 
placeholder and choose the image from 
your computer.

2. Click on the Format Picture tab in the 
ribbon and use the tools to edit the image.

3. Choose Crop to resize and move the 
image within the placeholder, using the 
white circles in the corners of the image. 
Click on the drop down arrow and choose 
Fit to fit the image to the placeholder.

4. Choose Picture Colour to adjust the 
Saturation, Tone, and Colour.

5. Choose Picture Correction to adjust 
the Sharpness, Brightness, and Contrast.

2

Petya Zhechkova

UG Student Recruitment Assistant

University of Bath graduate 
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350+ universities and 
colleges

36,000+ courses
• Bachelors degree
• Undergraduate masters
• Foundation degree
• Degree apprenticeships
• Work-based learning & sandwich 

courses

The choices ahead
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What is your favourite subject at 
school/college?

Which subjects have you been most 
successful in?

What interests you most?

What do you want to do after 
university?

Choosing a course
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What can you study?

One of 
your 

A-Levels?

Something new or 
interdisciplinary

?

A vocational 
course?

History American Studies Heritage Studies

Biology Natural Sciences Wildlife 
Management

Chemistry Pharmacology Medicine

Physics Mechanical 
Engineering

Construction 
Engineering 
Management

French
International 

Management and 
Modern Languages

French and 
Translation

Sociology Gender Studies Social Work
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• Encourage reading, beyond the school 
syllabus

• Do you know anyone with similar 
interests?

• Investigate non-school subjects
• Investigate course content
• Same course, different title?
• Think (but don’t overthink) about 

possible career plans

We recommend that students consider 
course choice first, ahead of university 
choice.

Course Choice: How can you help?
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Home or away?

Campus or city?

League tables & NSS

Entry requirements

Placements and study abroad

University facilities & accommodation

Researching Universities
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Independent sources of information

The Complete University Guide, The 
Guardian and the Times and Sunday 
Times. 

Look at both universities and departments

League Tables
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Independent and honest insight

Questions include: academic support, 
teaching & resources

Student Satisfaction (NSS)
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• Encourage them to consider all 
options – e.g. local/national, 
campus/city

• Encourage independence
• Do you know any other parts of 

the country well already?
• Attend virtual open days, or 

facilitate these.
• Understand entry requirements
• Think (but don’t overthink) about 

practical arrangements – e.g. 
travel

University Choice: How can you help?
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• Usually clustered in late June, 
early July and September – 
now may be different

• Register in advance if possible
• Write down questions in 

advance
• Take notes 
• Talks for parents and 

supporters

University Open Days
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e.g. GCSE, AS 
level

& Contextual Data

& Mitigating 
Circumstances

e.g. A level or IB 
predicted grades

Why are you 
suitable for your 
chosen course?

& School/College 
Reference

For some 
courses at some 

universities

Prior 
academic 

performance

Predicted 
academic 

performance
Personal 

Statement Interview

What are university offers based on?
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What is a Personal Statement?

A maximum of 4,000 characters or 47 
lines for you to show a university why 
they should choose you to study on 
their course

“Why do you want to study 
this subject, and what 

makes you the right person 
for the course?”

Personal Statements
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The Personal Statement is important:

• For the majority of courses it is your only 
opportunity to speak directly to the 
person making admissions decisions

• It can be used as a basis for an 
interview

• It allows you to provide evidence of work 
experience and additional activities 
you’ve done to support your application

• It will also be used when considering 
‘near miss’ applications

Personal Statements



How to insert an image

1. Click on the icon in the middle of the placeholder 
and choose the image from your computer.

2. Click on the Format Picture tab in the ribbon and use 
the tools to edit the image.

3. Choose Crop to resize and move the image within 
the placeholder, using the white circles in the corners of 
the image. Click on the drop down arrow and choose Fit 
to fit the image to the placeholder.

4. Choose Picture Colour to adjust the Saturation, 
Tone, and Colour.

5. Choose Picture Correction to adjust the Sharpness, 
Brightness, and Contrast.

16

How can they 
stand out from 

the crowd?
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Wider Reading
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Online Resources
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• Encourage reading, beyond the 
school syllabus

• Encourage academic 
conversation

• Personal Statement 
proof-reading

• Know the deadlines
• Keep in touch with the school or 

college
• Prepare for results day

The Application Process: How can you help?
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How can I learn about student finance?

I’ve seen articles about Clearing. What 
does it mean?

My son/daughter doesn’t know what they 
want to study. What should we do?

I just want my son/daughter to be happy. 
What if they make the wrong decision or 
change their mind?

FAQs from Parents & Supporters
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Resources for Parents & Supporters

• UCAS Parents, Guardians and 
Carers Guide

• UCAS monthly parent 
newsletters

• The Complete University Guide
• The Guardian
 
• University websites
• www.bath.ac.uk/topics/informati

on-for-parents/
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placeholder first.
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Any Questions? @UniofBath


